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New Information 

The Lien Satisfied/Legal Owner /Title Holder Release (REG 166, REV. 12/2016) and 

Application for Duplicate or Transfer of Title (REG 227, REV. 8/2017) forms have 

been revised. 

Changes to the REG 166 

 The statement “This form cannot be used for a vehicle with a paperless title” was added.

Changes to the REG 227 

 The form was renamed Application for Duplicate or Transfer of Title.

 The statement “This form cannot be used to release a lien on a vehicle with an Electronic

Lien Title (ELT)” was added.

 The Paperless Title Certification and Transfer of Title with Duplicate or Paperless Title

options were removed.

 The Transfer of Title with Duplicate option was added.

 In Section 2, the Electronic Lienholder ID Number field was removed.

 In Section 3, the Paperless Title option was removed.

 In Section 5, the statement “This section and the Lien Satisfied (REG 166) cannot be

used for non-ELT participants with vehicles 2 model years old or newer. The legal owner

(i.e., bank, finance company, etc.) of record must apply for a duplicate title first, and then

release interest on the actual title” was added.

Background 

The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) ELT Program allows a lienholder’s title 

information to be held in electronic format in DMV records. When the lien is satisfied, the 

lienholder electronically notifies DMV to release a title. After a review of ELT records, it 

was discovered that some lienholders were removed without their knowledge when a REG 

166 and REG 227 were used together to fraudulently release the lienholder’s interest.  

The Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual will be updated to reflect the new 

information. 

Distribution 

Notification that this memo is available online at www.dmv.ca.gov under Publications was 

made via California DMV’s Automated Email Alert System in September 2017. 

References 

California Vehicle Code §§1801, 1801.1, and 4450.5 

Vehicle Industry Registration Procedures Manual, Chapters 1, 11, and 20 

VIN 2016-20 Lien Releases for Vehicles With Electronic Titles 

Contact 

Call the DMV Customer Communications Section at (916) 657-6560 for further 

clarification of this memo. 
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