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New Information:  

Effective January 1, 2026, law enforcement agencies in Alameda and Los Angeles 

counties will be authorized to file applications to junk/dispose abandoned wrecked, 

dismantled, or inoperative recreational vehicles (RVs) valued at $4,000 or less if 

unclaimed after 30 days of notice. Once junked, these RVs will be prohibited from being 

resold or registered. 

The Public Agency Authorization to Dispose of a Recreational Vehicle Valued at $4,000 

or Less to a Scrap Iron Processor or Dismantler (REG 462 AL) form has been developed 

for exclusive use by law enforcement agencies in Alameda and Los Angeles Counties. 

The form will be available in the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) warehouse in 

January 2026. 

Procedures  

DMV Employees and public agencies are to follow the same policies and procedures 

used for filing and processing the Public Agency Authorization to Dispose of a Vehicle 

Valued at $500 or Less to a Scrap Iron Processor or Dismantler (REG 462) form, which 

includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

• Seventy-two (72) hours prior to removing an RV, the public agency must post a

distinctive notice on the RV stating it will be removed. This notice must include:

⎯ A statement that the RV may be recovered by the registered owner at least 15 days

after the RV’s removal. 

⎯ Contact information for an individual to learn where their vehicle and possessions 

may be recovered. 

• Immediately after removal, the public agency notifies the Stolen Vehicle System of the

Department of Justice.

• If available, registered owners and lien holders are notified by certified mail, 30 days

prior to the submission of the REG 462 AL (excluding weekends and holidays).

New REG 462  AL vs REG 462  

Efforts to make the new form electronic could not fulfill the requirements for carbon 

copies. Therefore, the new form will be printed on 3-part non-carbon required (NCR) 

paper, similar to the REG 462. The REG 462 was modified to create the REG 462 AL, 

which specifically addresses new Vehicle Code (VC) §22851.5 with the following 

modifications: 

Section 1  

• Check boxes for Alameda and Los Angeles County were added.

• Fields for motorcycle information were removed. This renumbers the field identifiers.

Section 2 

• A header was added for Authorized to Dispose of Vehicle field identifiers 5 through

11.

• New verbiage was added to check boxes in item number 9 to reflect the new VC

section and language for certified mail.
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New REG 462 AL vs REG 462, continued  
• A new check box was added to the line items for Name and address of the registered

and legal Owners were not available in DMV Records or California Law Enforcement

System (CLETs).

• A field for the signer’s email address has been added to Signature under penalty of

perjury statements in Sections 2 and 3.

Background  

State law permits local governments to establish rules governing the removal of 

abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative vehicles. The law further provides that 

when a peace officer or any other public agency employee removes, or causes the 

removal of a vehicle, and the lienholder determines that the estimated value of the vehicle 

is $500 or less, the public agency that removed or caused the removal of the vehicle shall 

ensure its disposal. Upon removal, the vehicle is taken to a garage. The garage keeper 

holds a lien, dependent on possession, for compensation related to towing, storage, and 

safekeeping of the vehicle. This lien is valid for up to 60 days, or longer, before 

authorization to conduct a lien sale is filed within 30 days of the vehicle’s removal, Civil 

Code §3068.1. 

Assembly Bill (AB) 630, establishing VC §22851.5, increased the threshold value for 

towable RVs from $500 to $4,000, for Alameda and Los Angeles Counties only, thereby 

bypassing this lien sale process. This change prevents these vehicles from being resold 

and re-entering circulation on California streets and highways. 

References  

Vehicle Code §22851.5 

Assembly Bill 630, Statutes of 2025/26 

California Civil Code §3072 

Health Safety Code §18010 

Distribution  

Notification of this memo (available at dmv.ca.gov by searching Vehicle Industry Services) 

was sent through the California DMV Automated Email Alert System in January 2026 to: 

• Dealers

• Registration Services

Contact   
Direct questions related to this memo to DMV Customer Care at (916) 657-6560. 
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