
Title Transfer – Gift 

Gifting a vehicle in California follows the same general process as a sale, but it 
requires an additional form to exempt the recipient from paying use tax (sales 
tax).  

Step 1: Complete the Title 
☐ Signatures: Both the giver and recipient must sign the California Certificate 

of Title. 

☐ Purchase Price: In the field for the purchase price, the giver must 
write "GIFT". 

☐ Odometer Disclosure: Record the current mileage if the vehicle is less than 
10 years old.  

Step 2: File for Tax Exemption  
☐ Statement of Facts (REG 256): The recipient must complete this form to 

declare the vehicle is a gift. This is what waives the use tax. 

☐ Family Transfers: If the gift is between "qualified family members" (parent, 
child, grandparent, grandchild, spouse, or domestic partner), you may 
also be exempt from smog certification requirements, provided the 
registration is current. 

Step 3: Notifying the DMV (Giver)  
☐ Notice of Transfer and Release of Liability (NRL): The giver must submit this 

online or by mail within 5 days of the transfer to release themselves from 
responsibility for the car.  

Step 4: Submitting Paperwork (Recipient)  
The recipient has 10 days to submit the following to the DMV:  

☐ The original signed Title. 

☐ The completed REG 256 form. 

☐ Smog Certification: Only required if the gift is not between immediate 
family members or if a biennial smog check is currently due. 

☐ Transfer Fees: Expect to pay a title transfer fee (roughly $15) and a smog 
transfer fee (roughly $8) if applicable. A duplicate title for lost titles is $28. 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/vehicle-registration/titles/title-transfers-and-changes/notice-of-transfer-and-release-of-liability-nrl/


Important Note on Liens 

☐ A gifted vehicle cannot have an outstanding loan. You must provide 
a Lien Satisfied (REG 166) form or have the lienholder sign the title before it 
can be transferred. 

 

Submit to DMV 

When your checklist is complete, deliver all necessary documents for your title 
transfer to a DMV office or mail to: 

DMV 
PO Box 942869 
Sacramento, CA 94269 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Title Transfer - Gift Reviewed.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

