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PROJECT OBJECTIVE:  
To provide traffic safety administrators with information for developing program and policy decisions, 

and to provide information to the insurance industry and to scholars and researchers in traffic safety.  

SUMMARY:  
The report contains information in five areas: (1) the prediction of accident risk, (2) driving record in 

relation to gender, (3) the accident-repeater phenomenon, (4) the relationship between accident and 
conviction frequencies, and (5) strategies for targeting high-risk drivers. The study confirmed prior findings 
from the California Driver Record Study series on the relationship between accident risk and prior driving 
record. The report points out that accident risk increases fairly linearly as a function of prior accidents and 
prior convictions on a driver's record, but the correlations are too low for accurate individual prediction. The 
relationships are sufficient, however, to identify groups of drivers who represent substantially increased 
accident risk.  

The report was, in part, designed to replace the California Driver Fact Book (5th edition), last revised in 
April, 1981.  

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Not applicable.  

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  
Results of this study have been used by insurance companies in establishing and justifying underwriting 

and rating practices. They have also been used by policy holders in appeals before the Insurance Commission 
in the state of Maryland. (See California Department of Motor Vehicles [1972-1996], Research Notes, Summer 
1990, p. 4., Research Chief interviewed for Inside Edition.)  

 




