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PROJECT OBJECTIVE:  

To provide highway safety administrators, insurance industry representatives, and researchers in the field 
of traffic safety with information for developing program and policy decisions.  

SUMMARY:  
This report is an update of a study by Gebers and Peck (Report tt114, 1987) and focuses on the prediction 

of accident risk. The study complements Teen and Senior Drivers (Romanowicz & Gebers, Report #126, 1990), 
which focuses on factors of driver mileage and age. Specifically, this report addresses four areas related to the 
assessment of traffic accident risk: (1) driver record in relation to gender, (2) the accident-repeater 
phenomenon, (3) the relationship between accident and conviction frequencies, and (4) strategies for targeting 
high-risk drivers. Prior findings from the California Driver Record Study series on the relationship between 
subsequent accident risk and prior driving record were confirmed. The report points out that accident risk 
increases fairly linearly as a function of prior accidents and prior convictions on a driver record, but the correlations 
are too low for accurate individual prediction. The relationships are sufficient, however, to identify groups of drivers 
who represent substantially increased accident risk.  

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS OF FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Not applicable-findings provided continued support for the departmental policy of using neg-op points to trigger 

driver control actions.  

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  
None.  




