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			1.050 Electronic Lien and Title (ELT) Program

		
The ELT program provides an electronic ownership record on the DMV database in lieu of a paper title to the ELT lienholder and a (paper) registration card is issued to the registered owner. 




ELT program lienholders are assigned specific name and address abbreviations which must be used to generate a paperless title.




Enter the ELT lienholder information exactly as shown in the latest DMV ELT listing. If the ELT information is entered incorrectly:




• A paper title will be issued when an ELT lienholder’s name and address do not exactly match.




• The paper title must be returned to DMV for correction, which delays issuance of a title record to the lienholder and may delay subsequent title transfers.




New ELT participants are added to the program quarterly. The current ELT listing is available on DMV website by clicking Vehicle Industry Services, then click on Electronic Lien and Titling Program.




Changes are transmitted electronically to DMV headquarters by the ELT lienholder and the information is processed as explained below:




	When the	Then DMV
	Lien is satisfied by a dealer (upon trade-in for example)	Issues and mails a paper title to the dealer showing the dealer as the “legal owner”.
	Lien/contract is purchased by a nonparticipating lienholder	Issues and mails a paper title to the new lienholder.
	Lien/contract is purchased by another ELT lienholder	Creates and transmits a new ELT record to the new ELT lienholder.
	Lien satisfied by the registered owner or record	Issues and mails a sole-owner paper title to the registered owner.
	ELT lienholder requires a paper title	Issues and mails a paper title to the ELT lienholder upon completion of an Application for Replacement or Transfer of Title  (REG 227) form.







The average time to receive a paper title from an electronic transaction is eight days. An existing record status such as a pending report of deposit of fees (RDF) or suspense transactions prevents issuance of the title in the automated process. These are processed manually by DMV.




DMV’s ELT automated system allows ELT lienholders, also known as legal owners (LO), to:




	Obtain a paper title and/or release interest when there is an RDF on a vehicle’s record.
	Change a registered owner’s (RO) address when releasing interest in a vehicle to the RO.





ELT transactions generate a title and/or registration card and update the vehicle’s record with the new information. It will not clear the pending RDF from the system.


						
		
								
					
	
		



						Previous Section				
			
								
								
					Next Section					
	
		



						
					About
	The History of the Department of Motor Vehicles
	Department of Motor Vehicles Strategic Plan: 2021-2026
	Rulemaking Actions
	Small Business and Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise Program
	Processing Times






				

								
					Customer Service
	Vehicle or Driver’s Records Requests
	Payments & Refunds
	Interpreter Services
	Filing a Complaint For Unlawful Activities
	Natural Disaster Assistance






				

								
					Research & Reports
	Research Studies & Reports
	Reports to the California Legislature
	Department of Motor Vehicles Field Office Wait Times Reports
	Department of Motor Vehicles Performance Reports






				

								
					Online Services
	Virtual Field Office
	Forms
	News & Media
	Careers
	Contact Us



[image: Privacy]
				

					

	
		
			
				
					Copyright © 2024 State of California				


								

							Privacy Policy Statement (Privacy/Security)
	Conditions of Use
	Site Map
	Accessibility


				
							

							

							
	
		




				 icon			
		
					
			

	
	
	
		


				 icon			
		
					
			

	
	
	
		


				 icon			
		
					
			

	
	
	
		


				 icon			
		
					
			

	
	
	
		


				 icon			
		
					
			

	

				
					
	

	
	
	Ask DMV


	

	
		×

		
			General Disclaimer


			When interacting with the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Virtual Assistant, please do not include any personal information.

When your chat is over, you can save the transcript. Use caution when using a public computer or device.


							
					
						Third-Party Translation Disclaimer						
								
	
		



						
						Third-Party Translation Disclaimer						
						The DMV chatbot and live chat services use third-party vendors to provide machine translation. Machine translation is provided for purposes of information and convenience only. The DMV is unable to guarantee the accuracy of any translation provided by the third-party vendors and is therefore not liable for any inaccurate information or changes in the formatting of the content resulting from the use of the translation service.

The content currently in English is the official and accurate source for the program information and services DMV provides. Any discrepancies or differences created in the translation are not binding and have no legal effect for compliance or enforcement purposes. If any questions arise related to the information contained in the translated content, please refer to the English version.
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			Google™ Translate Disclaimer		

		The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) website uses Google™ Translate to provide automatic translation of its web pages. This translation application tool is provided for purposes of information and convenience only. Google™ Translate is a free third-party service, which is not controlled by the DMV. The DMV is unable to guarantee the accuracy of any translation provided by Google™ Translate and is therefore not liable for any inaccurate information or changes in the formatting of the pages resulting from the use of the translation application tool.


		The web pages currently in English on the DMV website are the official and accurate source for the program information and services the DMV provides. Any discrepancies or differences created in the translation are not binding and have no legal effect for compliance or enforcement purposes. If any questions arise related to the information contained in the translated website, please refer to the English version.


		The following pages provided on the DMV website cannot be translated using Google™ Translate:


			Forms
	Publications
	Field Office Locations
	Online Applications
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			Please install the Google Toolbar		


		
			Google Translate is not support in your browser. To translate this page, please			
				install the Google Toolbar (opens in new window)			.
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